
WHAT IS THE OLD NORTH ST. LOUIS 
NEIGHBORHOOD NEEDS ASSESSMENT?
The Old North St. Louis Neighborhood Needs 
Assessment is an approximately 9-month process 
to document the needs and priorities of the Old 
North Neighborhood as identified by neighborhood 
residents and stakeholders.  The goal of the Needs 
Assessment is to build consensus around and 
prioritize neighborhood needs to better inform the 
work of neighborhood organizations, aldermen, City 
departments, and residents in order to help guide 
the direction of future investment and growth.  The 
Needs Assessment will also include an assessment 
of community demographics and the physical 
environment to provide context and frame priorities.
  
The assessment will utilize community and 
economic development and planning professionals 
to provide a fresh, outside perspective to the 
neighborhood.  However, the process will be driven 
by the neighborhood - its residents, businesses, 
and other stakeholders.  The process will include a 
neighborhood steering committee, neighborhood 
survey, neighborhood open houses, and individual/
small group meetings.  Input from residents will 
assist with prioritizing needs and potential next 
steps.

WHO IS LEADING THE NEEDS ASSESSMENT?
A neighborhood steering committee is being 
formed that will guide the process.  The steering 
committee will include residents, business owners, 
and organizations in the neighborhood.  It is 
expected that the steering committee will meet 
monthly during the assessment process.  
The consultant team is led by Community and 
Economic Development Solutions, an economic 
and community development consulting firm 
that helps communities develop and implement 
strategies for economic and community growth.  
Additional team members include the i5Group, a 
community planning firm located in the City of St. 
Louis, and Steadfast City Economic & Community 
Partners, an economic development consulting firm 
led by Doug Rasmussen, a neighborhood resident.  

WHO IS FUNDING THE NEEDS ASSESSMENT?
The Needs Assessment is being funded through 
a generous donation by philanthropist, Margaret 
Goldsmith.  In addition, Margaret is in the process 
of rehabbing two historic buildings in Old North.  
Margaret looks forward to getting to better know 
the Old North community throughout the process.
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WHAT IS THE SCHEDULE FOR THE NEEDS 
ASSESSMENT?
The Needs Assessment is expected to be complete 
by Fall 2020.  The neighborhood steering committee 
will begin meeting in Spring 2020. A neighborhood 
open house and survey will take place in late 
Spring.  A second neighborhood open house 
planned for the Summer will prioritize needs and 
next steps.  The consultant team will develop a 
website with a list of meeting dates.  

HOW WILL RESIDENTS PARTICIPATE AND STAY 
UP-TO-DATE?
A neighborhood steering committee will meet 
monthly throughout the process.  A neighborhood 
survey will take place in the Spring, and there will be 
two neighborhood open houses during the process.  
The Vision Old North Needs Assessment website 
www.VisionOldNorth.com will provide information 
about upcoming meetings and share information 
with residents and other community members. 
Beth Noonan with Community and Economic 
Development Solutions,  may be contacted during 
the process for individual questions 
(bnoonan@ced-solutions.com or 314-562-4552). 

WHAT WILL BE THE RESULTS OF THE NEEDS 
ASSESSMENT?
The final product of the Needs Assessment will 
be a report summarizing the needs and priorities 
identified by the community, neighborhood assets 
and challenges based on the neighborhood’s 
existing conditions, and recommended next steps 
based on these findings.  Again, the goal of the 
Needs Assessment is to build consensus and 
prioritize neighborhood needs that will help guide 
the work of neighborhood organizations, aldermen, 
City departments, and residents.    

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 
BETH NOONAN AT 314-562-4552 OR 
BNOONAN@CED-SOLUTIONS.COM
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